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Standards and requirement of a school building 
First: general provision: 

1- General site plan showing the gross area of the land. 
2- Horizontal view plan for the ground floor showing the areas and dimensions of the rooms (architectural plan).

3- Horizontal view plan for the first floor showing the areas and dimensions of the rooms (architectural plan).

4-  A table indicating how labs are used. 
5- The school building must be only used to serve the purposes of the educational phase specified in the license application, and must not be used for any other purpose except education. 
6- The educational facility should be equipped with the appropriate furniture and equipment such as: chairs and tables appropriate for the age of the students, white boards, teaching aids, labs, etc.   
7- The minimum classroom should be 2 square meters.
8- The minimum space per student for playing purposes should be as followings: 
a. 5 square meters per KG student.

b. 7 square meters per elementary school student.

c. 10 square meters per preparatory and secondary school student. 
9- The maximum class size should be 20 students for KG phase, and 25 students for other phases.    
Second: School site requirements 
1. The minimum space area for KGs should be 1250 square meters.
2. The minimum space area for primary schools should be 2750 square meters.
3. The minimum space area for preparatory and secondary schools should be 3500 square meters. 
4. The minimum space area for the campus of primary, preparatory and secondary schools should be 8500 square meters.
5. The location of the school must not be adjacent or close to noise sources, commercial or industrial sites, and hazardous locations like petrol station that might affect the educational process.   
6.  It should be in an appropriate, easily accessible location, with entrances not close to highways and main roads. It should also have adequate parking spaces and school buses, and be away form anything that might endanger the safety of students. 
7.  The school building shall not be used for residential purposes to accommodate school staff and workers. A maximum of two guards can stay in the premises during night shifts. 
8. It should have parking area that is safe and large enough to facilitate easy movement of cars and buses.   .

9. The school must obtain a certificate form the Prevention Department of the General Directorate of the Civil Defense stating that the building meets the safety and security regulations.    
Third: school building requirements: 

1- The school premises should consist of one building and not more than three buildings in the same site including rooms for all purposes. Buildings built for residential purposes like flats and villas, and those consists of more than three buildings cannot be used for educational purposes.
2- Elementary schools should have a minimum of six classrooms, a science lab, art room, gymnasium, praying room, nurse / first aid station, principal office, staff room, storage room, reception area, guard room and toilets.
3- Preparatory and secondary schools shall have three labs (biology, physics, chemistry).
4- Classrooms and educational services halls should be quadrilateral with four parallel sides to allow for good view for all students.  
5- Using wooden structures for educational purposes is prohibited except those with permission from the General Directorate of the Civil Defense. 
6- It should have activity rooms and halls appropriate to the educational phase.  
7- The number of administrative staff in the school should be proportional to the number of students. A separate room should be allocated for each of the principal, vice-principal, secretary, storekeeper, and the social worker.   
8- All classrooms, administration and activity rooms must be clean, appropriately lit, well-ventilated, and air conditioned.

9- Adequate drinking water coolers should be provided for students away from toilets – one cooler for every 50 students. 
10- The building should have adequate, well-ventilated toilets that are built in accordance with health regulations, and should be far from classrooms. 

11- It should have a 15x15 m sunshade made of appropriate material. 

12- There should be more than one emergency exit.
13- It should have a large praying room to accommodate the students. 
14- Fully equipped cafeteria.
15- A suitable outdoor waiting area for students.
16- A minimum of one outdoor sport court (with legal dimensions) for volleyball, basketball, or handball.
Fourth : Required equipments and facilities

1.  Each school facility should be equipped with one telephone system (at least), fax and e-mail.
2. Each school facility should be equipped with fire-fighting equipments (fire extinguishers).
3. Schools should have nurse room. The room should be equipped with first aid equipment.
4. School and kindergarten should provide air-conditioned buses with comfortable seats.
Fifth : Requirements of KG or school building:

1. Each educational facility (KG or primary) should have a garden of minimum size 20.2 m2.
2. Toys should be made of non-metal materials and comply with safety and security requirements. To be maintained regularly.
3. Schools’ play grounds should be cover with soft tartan. 

4. Each KG building should have an air-conditioned room for games .

5. Each primary or preparatory school should have one science laboratory and drawing room. (famine education for girls schools)
.

6. Each girl's school should have three rooms for science lab, drawing and ICT laboratory, and an additional room for famine education for girls school.

7. There should be (at least) one library, and should be supplied with reference books.

8. School buildings should be made of concrete, not wood rooms and to meet Civil Defense Department requirements.
Sixth : the Requirements of the new educational facilities 

1. The width of hallway should not be less than 2.5m if the class is located from one side, and 3.5m if it's located from both sides.

2. The school building should be characterized by simple design and ease of movement and enable for control and oversee of exits and entrances.

3. Classes and activity rooms should be quadrilateral to allow for good view for all students.

4. Provision of accommodations required for students with special needs (e.g. toilets, ramps, drinking water fountains, lifts and emergency exits…etc).

5. Provision of parking area for cars and buses.
6. There should be a minimum of 2m2 usable space per student based on international standards.

Seventh: Table shows the minimum acceptable spaces 
The minimum number of rooms available in rented school buildings
	No
	Name of the room
	Standards of space
	Number of users
	space
	Number per stage

	
	
	
	
	
	KG
	Primary
	Prep.
	Secondary

	1
	Principal’s room
	
	1
	20
	1

	2
	teachers’ rooms 
	5م2 per teachers
	12
	60
	1

	3
	Administration-supervisor-accountant-secretary 


	5م2 per employee
	3
	15
	2

	4
	Meeting room 
	
	10
	30
	1

	5
	store 
	
	
	20
	1

	6
	clinic 
	
	
	15
	

	7
	Students toilet
	1 per class
	
	
	6

	8
	Spin-off room 
	5م2 student
	25
	125
	1

	9
	library 
	3.3م2 student
	25
	82.5
	1

	10
	ICT lab
	
	25
	50
	1
	1
	1
	1

	11
	classroom
	2م2 per students 1
	25
	50
	6
	6
	6
	6

	12
	Since Lab 
	2م2 per students
	25
	50
	-
	1
	2
	3

	13
	Drawing room 
	2م2 teacher
	25
	50
	1
	1
	1
	    1

	14
	cafeteria
	1.2م
	75
	90
	1

	15
	hallway 
	-
	10
	30
	1

	playgrounds

	16
	Security room 
	
	1
	12
	1

	17
	Outside play areas 
	5م2 per student
	150
	750
	

	18
	Assembly area 
	2م2 per student
	150
	300
	

	19
	Car parking area
	
	
	
	20
	20
	20
	20

	20
	Buses area 
	
	
	
	3
	3
	3
	3


As per Civil Defense Department instructions, it is prohibited to use wooden structures 
Eighth : Requirements of air-conditioning system in school building

1.  Schools should use split units or central air-condition system in classes and other activity rooms.
2. In case split units are installed, the external unit should placed on concrete foundation or metal base with circuit breaker near each unit.

3. Making concrete foundations and mental cover for water pumps.

4. Air condition pipes should be combined together and to be linked to the nearest drainage point.

5. Providing water coolers with three taps, and allocating one cooler per 50 students, to be placed on iron base with a basin to collect dropping water and to be linked with drainage system.

6. Water coolers should not be placed inside toilets according to the Ministry of Health preventive instructions.

Ninth: Requirements of electrical system in the school building

1. Power supply should be provided by a main source (government), not a generator.

2. In case the school uses a backup generator in addition to the main source, it should be of a muffler type and placed into a closed and safe room and away from students. 

3. All electrical panels should be placed inside ventilated closed rooms, or inside key-locked cupboards away from students.

4. All electrical supply panels should be labeled for easier maintenance and repair in case of emergency or disconnection of power.
5. All the lighting units used in bathrooms and kitchens as well as in the building and those units used outside the building or at wall or any external lighting units exposed to weather conditions in addition to electrical switches, should be all weather proof .

6. All electrical wires outside the building that are exposed to weather conditions should be placed into GL PIPE.

7. Electricity room should not be used as a storage area as to avoid catching fire that will result from short circuit in the panels that are placed inside the room.

8. It is required to follow Kahramaa instructions regarding the selection of electricity room and the wiring or installations works in school building.

