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Standards of Specialist Schools for Students with Additional Educational Support Needs (Students with Learning Difficulties and Students with Disabilities)

	Aspect


	Descriptor
	Quality indicator

	1.Philosophy
	There is an agreed philosophy in relation to the education of students with additional educational support needs, which is consistent with the philosophy described in the UN CRPD, the Salamanca agreements and SEC policy.
	1. All members of the wider school community have the opportunity to contribute to, comment on and understand the philosophy.

2. The philosophy is codified in a written statement.

3. The philosophy is consistent with ethical and cultural norms and promotes the notions of student entitlement and inclusive education.

4. The philosophy is consistent with national and international best practice and requirements.

5. The philosophy is communicated to all stakeholders in an effective way.

6. The philosophy is appropriate in relation to the Islamic faith and Qatari values and traditions.

	2.Curriculum content
	The curriculum content is broad, balanced and differentiated and is appropriate for the immediate and long term educational, social and occupational needs of all students. 
	1. The curriculum addresses the academic, social and occupational needs of all students.

2. The curriculum is appropriate in relation to the ages and abilities of all students.

3. The curriculum is standards based and is in line with the Qatari Curriculum Standards, as far as possible.

4. The curriculum is appropriate in relation to the Islamic faith and Qatari values and traditions.

	3.Curriculum delivery
	The curriculum is planned and delivered in a way which recognises diverse learning needs, abilities and styles, motivates all students and celebrates achievement. 
	1. The curriculum is planned collaboratively.

2. The curriculum allows for continuity and progression.

3. The curriculum is delivered in a way which promotes critical thinking and independent learning.

4. The delivery of the curriculum encourages the student to become independent and not over-reliant on the support of others.

5. The curriculum is delivered in a way which respects individual abilities and learning styles

6. Appropriate additional scaffolded support is available, where appropriate.

7. Assistive technologies are incorporated, as appropriate.

8. The curriculum is delivered in a way which reflects the primacy of the educational and entitlement models of support.

9. The curriculum is delivered in a way that is appropriate in relation to the Islamic faith and Qatari values and traditions.

	4.Assessing student needs
	The individual and group needs of students are accurately assessed and the results are reflected in curriculum plans and educational support plans.
	1. A baseline of functional data is created, which provides a profile of student skills, strategies, performance levels, strengths and weaknesses.

2. Standardised diagnostic assessment tests are only used where appropriate 

3. Data is gathered from a wide variety of sources, including parents.

4. Data collection relies heavily on skilled observation by professionals.

5. The baseline data serves as a starting point for identifying student needs, planning programmes and monitoring progress.

6. The assessment of student needs is based primarily on an awareness of their educational needs, as well as their functional, medical and social needs.

	5.Measuring student progress
	All students are provided with the opportunity to fully demonstrate their progress and achievement.


	1. Decisions about the level of student progress are made in relation to baseline data and agreed learning objectives.

2. A portfolio of evidence of student progress is maintained and there are arrangements in place for moderation of the evidence.

3. The results of formative assessment activities inform future planning.

4. Information from assessments is shared and reported in an effective way.

5. The student is involved in an analysis of the data so that s/he can be part of the decision making process for future planning.

6. The assessment process promotes the independence of the student.

7. Students are provided with assessment accommodations, where appropriate

8. Students take part in the national testing arrangements, whenever possible

	6.Partnership with parents and the community
	There is a commitment to working in partnership with parents and the wider community.
	1. Parents are actively consulted and informed about arrangements for the education of their child.

2. Parents are seen as, and regard themselves as, partners in the education process.

3. Both parents and educators are fully aware of their rights and responsibilities.

4. Effective arrangements are in place for communicating with parents.

5. Information is provided to the wider community.

6. Relationships with parents and the community are sensitive to the Islamic faith and Qatari values and traditions.

	7.Partnership with mainstream schools
	There is a commitment to working with mainstream schools so that there is an alignment between programmes, thus facilitating the integration of students, as appropriate.
	1. Appropriate levels of communication are maintained with mainstream schools.

2. Students are, wherever possible, placed in mainstream schools and provided with appropriate levels of support.

3. Students are reintegrated into mainstream schools, whenever possible.

4. The curriculum content is aligned with the curriculum content of mainstream schools, as much as possible.

5. Information about student performance and achievement is shared between schools.

	8.Promotion of Islamic and cultural identity
	The curriculum and its delivery, as well as the overall philosophy, actively promote the Islamic faith and Qatari cultural identity and values.
	1. There is an awareness of and commitment to the need to actively promote Islamic and Qatari cultural identity and values.

2. This commitment is reflected in all aspects of provision.

3. All members of the school community are aware of and committed to this approach.



	9. Educational, occupational and social outcomes
	Students are provided with the skills, knowledge and abilities to function successfully in educational, social and occupational settings
	1. Educators, students and parents have clear, realistic and high expectations of individual educational, social and occupational outcomes.

2. Individual student outcomes are in line with expectations.

3. Students are in a position to function successfully in a wide range of educational, social and occupational settings.

4. All students feel confident in respect of their religious and cultural identity.

	10.Management and leadership
	The management and leadership style promotes the effective realisation of the philosophy and intended outcomes.
	1. Senior managers and middle managers are appropriately qualified and experienced as educators, managers and leaders.

2. Senior managers and middle managers are appropriately qualified and experienced in a wide range of skills relating to the education of Students with Learning Difficulties and Students with Disabilities.

3. Adequate professional development opportunities are provided for managers.

4. Managers work in a professional manner and uphold agreed standards of behaviour.

5. Managers are clear about and committed to the philosophy of the school / centre

6. The school / centre is managed in an effective and efficient manner



	11.Professional standards
	All members of staff are appropriately qualified and experienced and act in a professional way.
	1. Staff members are appropriately qualified and experienced as educators.

2. Staff members are appropriately qualified and experienced in a wide range of skills relating to the education of Students with Learning Difficulties and Students with Disabilities.

3. Adequate professional development opportunities are provided for all staff members.

4. All staff work in a professional manner and uphold agreed standards of behaviour.



	12.Facilities
	The facilities are appropriate to the needs of the students and the wider school community, in line with the requirements set out in the UN CRPD, the Salamanca agreements and SEC policy.
	1. The facilities are adequate for purpose.

2. The facilities are of a standard which is in line with the requirements set out in the UN CRPD, the Salamanca agreements and SEC policy.

3. Facilities and their use are sensitive to religious and cultural traditions.

	13. Health and Safety
	There is a written commitment to following health and safety requirements, in line with the requirements set out in the UN CRPD, the Salamanca agreements and SEC policy.
	1. The facilities provide for a safe and healthy learning environment.

2. The health and safety standards are in line with the requirements set out in the UN CRPD, the Salamanca agreements and SEC policy.


